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If  cells are label led for 1 h w i t h  a m i x t u r e  of aH-ur id ine  
a n d  ~4C-uracil to  f inal  concen t r a t i ons  of 1 ~zCi/ml and  
0.1 ~Ci/ml respect ively ,  t he  i nco rpo ra t ion  in to  R N A  can  
be  measu red  as descr ibed  in Methods .  The  Tab le  shows re- 
sul ts  f rom a typ ica l  e x p e r i m e n t  us ing  mouse  L ceils. 
I so la t ion  of t o t a l  cel lular  D N A  followed b y  ana ly t i ca l  
i sopycnic  CsC1 g rad i en t  c en t r i f uga t i on  (da ta  no t  shown) 
conf i rmed  t he  presence  of m y c o p l a s m a  D N A  (dens i ty  
approx .  1.68 g/ml).  F u r t h e r m o r e ,  t r e a t m e n t  of myco-  
p l a sma- in fec ted  ceils w i t h  k a n a m y c i n  (200 ~zg/ml) for 
7 days  suppressed  t he  in fec t ion  b u t  d id  no t  e l imina te  i t ;  
t h i s  suggests  t h a t  i nco rpo ra t i on  of ~C-uraci l  ind ica tes  the  
presence  of some cell cu l tu re  c o n t a m i n a t i o n .  

Since t he  m e d i u m  used (modif ied 199) con ta ins  uraci l  
(2.68 ~M) b u t  no r  ur idine,  i ts  was necessa ry  to check  if 
t he  add i t i on  of cold u r id ine  (to 3 v M  a n d  30 ~zM) h a d  
a n y  effect  on  e i the r  aH-ur id ine  or 14C-uracil incorpora t ion .  
As expected ,  ~H-uridine inco rpo ra t ion  was decreased  b y  
a d d i t i o n  of cold ur id ine ,  b u t  14C-uracil i n c o r p o r a t i o n  was  
unaffec ted .  Also us ing  a m e d u i m  (e.g. F10) lack ing  uraci l  
s l ight ly  increased  14C-uracil i nco rpo ra t ion  in m y c o p l a s m a -  
infec ted  cells. 

So far  th i s  m e t h o d  ha s  been  successful ly appl ied  to the  
fol lowing cell t y p e s :  to  h u m a n  l y m p h o c y t e  suspens ion  
cu l tu res  ; to  m o n o l a y e r  cu l tu res  - h u m a n  H E P ,  D 9 8 / A H 2  
a n d  F L A  ceils, mouse  L a n d  3T3 cells, kanga roo  r a t  
(Dipodomys ordii) cells, m a r s u p i a l  (Sminthopsis crassicau- 
data) cells a n d  Xenopus k i d n e y  cells; a n d  to  several  
h u m a n - m o u s e  somat i c  h y b r i d  cells. Obv ious ly  th i s  
m e t h o d  will also de t ec t  o the r  cell cu l tu re  c o n t a m i n a n t s  

(e.g. viruses) if t h e y  produce  enzymes  t h a t  ut i l ize  uracil.  
Mycoplasmas ,  however ,  are the  m o s t  c o m m o n  a n d  t roub le -  
some cell cu l tu re  c o n t a m i n a n t s .  

Summary. A simple,  r ap id  a n d  sens i t ive  double  radio-  
isotopic  m e t h o d  is descr ibed for t he  de tec t ion  of myco-  
p l a s m a  in fec t ion  in t issue cu l tu re  cell lines. 
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P R A E M I A  

Prize 'Biochemical  Analys is '  

The  pr ize  of DM 10000 . -  is d o n a t e d  f rom Boehr inger ,  
M a n n h e i m ,  and  is a w a r d e d  eve ry  2 years  a t  t he  conference 
'B iochemica l  A n a l y t i c '  in  Munich,  G e r m a n y ,  for out-  
s t a n d i n g  work  in t he  field of b iochemica l  i n s t r u m e n t a t i o n  
a n d  analysis .  The  d o n a t i o n  will t a k e  place d u r i n g  t he  
1976 conference  be t w een  t he  9 th  a n d  13th  of April .  One 
or severa l  p a p e r s  conce rn ing  one theme ,  e i the r  p u b l i s h e d  

or accep ted  for pub l i c a t i on  be tween  Oc tober  1st 1973 and  
S e p t e m b e r  30 th  1975, m a y  be  sen t  in  t r i p l i ca t e  before 
N o v e m b e r  15 th  1975 to :  Prof.  Dr.  I v a r  Trau t scho ld ,  
sec re ta ry  of t he  pr ize 'B iochemica l  Analys is ' ,  Medizini-  
sche Hochschu le  H a n n o v e r ,  Kar l -Wieche r t -Al l ee  9, 
I ) -3000  Hannove r -Klee fe ld ,  G e r m a n y .  

C O N G R E S S U S  

Canada 

International S y m p o s i u m  on Flammabil i ty  and 
Fire Retardants 

in Toronto, 5-7 May 7976 

P a p e r s  should  deal  w i t h  f l a m m a b i l i t y  a n d  fire r e t a r -  
d a n c y  of po lyu re thanes ,  plast ics,  t ex t i l es  a n d  fabrics,  
p a i n t s  a n d  coat ings ,  t e s t i ng  p rocedures  a n d  m a r k e t i n g .  
P a p e r s  are  now be ing  sol ici ted and  t e n t a t i v e  t i t les  shou ld  
be  sen t  b y  Oc tobe r  15, 1975 to :  V i j ay  Mohan  B h a t n a g a r ,  
Ed i to r ,  A d v a n c e s  in  Fi re  R e t a r d a n d s ,  209 Dove r  Road ,  
Cornwall ,  Ontar io ,  C a n a d a  K 6 J  1TT. 

Italy 
International Sympos ium on Thrombos is  and 
Urokinase 

in Roma, 30 October-7 November 1975 

The  S y m p o s i u m  is organized  b y  t he  I s t i t u t o  Super iore  
di  San i t s  a n d  t he  c h a i r m e n  are :  Prof .  Sol She r ry  of 
Ph i l ade lph ia ,  USA,  and  Prof.  R. P a o l e t t i  of Milano,  
I t a ly .  Main  top ics :  P h y s i o p a t h o l o g y  of th rombos i s .  
Chemical ,  b iochemica l  a n d  pha rmaco log ica l  aspec ts  of 
urokinase .  Ef fec ts  of u rok inase  on  th rombos i s .  Clinical 
app l i ca t ions  of urokinase .  

R e g i s t r a t i o n  fee will  be U S  Dollars  30.00. I n f o r m a t i o n  
a n d  r eg i s t r a t i on  b y  Prof.  Rodol fo  Pao le t t i ,  V i a  A. Del  
Sa r to  21, 1-20129 Milano,  I t a ly .  

Corrigendum 

MARIAN DORR, I-IANNAH STEINBERG a n d  M. SHAPERO : dioxane Derivative, E x p e r i e n t i a  37, 91 (1975). I n  p a r a g r a p h  
Stimulation o/ Sexual Behaviour in Rats by a Benzo- 1, l ine 6, a m i n o e t h y l s h o u l d r e a d c o r r e c t l y a m i n o m e t h y l .  


